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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To suppress irreversible encoding before 
transmission and to prevent image information from 
being omitted. 
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CONSTITUTION: An encoder part 42 encodes supplied 
image information by a reversible encoding system, and 
stores it in a storage part 43. A capacity discriminating 
part 46 compares the encoding capacity of a receiver 
detected by a communication part 44 with that used in a 
storage, and discriminates whether or not the encoding 
is required again. When coincidence is obtained between 
the encoding system and the capacity of the receiver, 
the image information is sent out from the storage part 
43, and when noncoincidence is obtained between them, 
the encoding is performed again by the encoding system 
adaptive for the encoding capacity of the receiver. The 
reading of the image information can be performed after 
negotiation is held in advance and the capacity of an 
opposite machine is discriminated. Also, the image 
information can be stored without performing the 

encoding, and it can be transmitted after performing the encoding by the encoding system 
adaptive for the discriminated capacity of the opposite machine. 
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